“More is More — What a way to live!
Be as original as Tony Duquette! Dress to
excess, as much as to impress, and let
Dawnridge be your Utopia”
- Tony Duquette

AN AMERICAN DESIGN ICON
Tony Duquette was a native of Los Angeles, California and an internationally acclaimed artist and designer.
Considered by museums to be an American design icon, as a student, Duquette was awarded scholarships at
both the prestigious Chouinard Art Institute in Los Angeles and the Yale School of the Theatre. He began his
career working in promotional advertising, creating special environments for the latest seasonal fashions. He also
freelanced for well-known designers such as the legendary William Haines, James Pendleton and Adrian.
In the early 1940’s, Duquette was discovered by Lady Elsie de Wolfe Mendl, the international arbiter of taste.
Through the patronage of Sir Charles and Lady Mendl, Duquette was able to establish himself as one of the
leading designers in Los Angeles, where he worked increasingly for the film industry, creating beautiful costumes
and settings for many Metro Goldwyn Mayer productions under the auspices of the great producer, Arthur Freed
and the celebrated director,Vincente Minnelli.
After WWII, Duquette continued his works for private clients and for the theatre and motion pictures. In
1949 Duquette married the beautiful and talented artist Elizabeth Johnstone at a private ceremony at “Pickfair”
with America’s Sweetheart, Mary Pickford attending as matron of honor and Academy Award winning actor,
Buddy Rogers standing as Tony’s best man. The young couple, whose particular talents complimented each
other’s, collaborated on many design commissions together and were sought out as an attractive addition to
the Hollywood social scene.
Tony Duquette presented his first one man exhibition at the Mitch Liesen Gallery in Los Angeles and shortly
thereafter, in 1951, was asked to present his works at the Pavilion de Marsan of the Louvre Museum, Paris. This
was an unprecedented exhibition as Duquette was the first and only American artist to have been so honored
with a one man showing at the Louvre. In the years that followed he held one-man museum exhibitions in New
York, San Francisco, Chicago, Phoenix and Rio de Janerio.
In 1956, with his wife Elizabeth, he opened a salon in the converted silent film studios of actress Norma Talmadge.
The Tony Duquette Studios have since become legendary as the setting where the Duquettes entertained their
celebrated and talented friends such as Arthur Rubenstein, Aldus Huxley, Jascha Heifitz and Greta Garbo.

Tony Duquette and Hutton Wilkinson
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Final projects, which he completed with the assistance of his business partner and design collaborator of 30
years, Hutton Wilkinson include interiors for an 18th century Parisian apartment located on the historic Place de
Palais Bourbon in Paris and creative interiors for the historic 12th century Palazzo Brandolini on the Grand Canal
in Venice.
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Up until his death at the age of 85, Tony Duquette continued creating magical interiors, extraordinary one
of a kind jewelry and works of art. During the 1960’s and 70’s the Duquettes continued to travel extensively,
working in Austria, Ireland and France as well as New York, Dallas, San Francisco, South America and the Orient.
Duquette created elegant interiors for Doris Duke, Norton Simon and J. Paul Getty, a castle in Ireland for
Elizabeth Arden and a penthouse in the Hawaiian Islands. His interiors for commercial and public spaces are
well known, notably the Hilton Hawaiian Village, Sheraton Universal Hotel, and sculptures and tapestries for
the Ritz Carlton, Chicago. His designs for the original Broadway production of “Camelot” won Duquette the
coveted “Tony Award” for “Best Costume.”.
His monumental work of environmental art “Our Lady Queen of the Angels”, which was created as a gift to
the people of Los Angeles in honor of that city’s bicentennial, was seen by hundreds of thousands of visitors over
a three year period, at the California State Museum of Science and Industry at Exposition Park.
In 1979 the Duquettes formed the Anthony and Elizabeth Duquette Foundation for the Living Arts, a
non-profit public foundation whose purpose is to present museum quality exhibitions of artistic, scientific and
educational value to the public.
As per his wishes his design business continues under the direction of his business partner Hutton Wilkinson,
President and Artistic Director for Tony Duquette Studios, Inc. Duquette’s extraordinary house in Beverly Hills,
“DAWNRIDGE”, continues as the headquarters for the design organization and has served unchanged as an
inspiration for the creative works to follow. Hutton Wilkinson continues to present collections of fine jewelry
and home furnishings inspired by designs which he and Tony Duquette created together over their thirty years
of artistic collaboration. This exciting collection by Maitland-Smith is a tribute to the incredible talents of both
Tony and Hutton.
Hutton Wilkinson was born in Los Angeles, California and grew up in the architectural offices of his father
and grandfather. At the age of seventeen he had the opportunity to apprentice under the great American design
icon, Tony Duquette. Wilkinson worked for Duquette as a volunteer apprentice for two years and then as a paid
assistant designer for three years before starting his own interior design firm. While self-employed Wilkinson
continued his professional association with Tony Duquette collaborating in partnership with the great designer
on a myriad of projects over the next twenty-five years.
In 1998 Wilkinson and Duquette, launched a collection of one-of-a-kind, fine jewelry, which has been popularly
accepted by both the public and the fashion press. Since the success of this new enterprise, Wilkinson has devoted
much of his time to the design of these unique jeweled creations under the “Tony Duquette” trademark. Today,
Tony Duquette Fine Jewelry is sold exclusively through Neiman Marcus stores across the nation as well as
www.tonyduquette.com.
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With Duquette’s passing in 1999, Wilkinson as owner, creative director and president of Tony Duquette Inc.
continues to design and market fine jewelry as well as textiles for Jim Thompson Thai Silk, Lighting with Remains
Lighting, and dishes and tabletop accessories with Mottahedeh as well as interior decorations under the registered
international trademark, “Tony Duquette” and Tony Duquette Inc. Hutton has a collection of carpets under his
own name at Patterson-Flynn-Martin. This spring Pearson will introduce a luxurious collection of Tony Duquette
upholstered furniture as the same time that Maitland-Smith introduces its extensive collection of furniture, lighting
and accessories.
In 2007, Hutton with Wendy Goodman, wrote “Tony Duquette”, which chronicles the great designer’s life and
oeuvre. “Tony Duquette” was published by Abrams Books in November 2007 and is now in its sixth printing. A
second book “More is More, Tony Duquette” which Wilkinson also authored was released in the fall of 2009. Both
are bestselling books for Abrams. Another book for Abrams titled “Tony Duquette, Hutton Wilkinson Jewelry” was
released in October 2011. His latest book written with Flynn Kuhnert, “The Walk to Elsie’s” is a two volume work
of historic fiction which chronicles the first ten years of Tony Duquette’s career and the last ten years of Elsie de
Wolfe’s life, the two legendary designers having worked together between the years 1940 and 1950.
Hutton continues designing residential and commercial interiors internationally which have been featured,
along with his one-of-a-kind precious jewelry, in shelter magazines and fashion magazines including Vogue,
Harpers Bazaar, Town & Country, Elle,Veranda, W, New York Times, Paper City as well as publications in Japan,
Russia, Germany, France, Great Britain and South America.
Hutton Wilkinson is the President of the Elsie de Wolfe Foundation, a non profit private foundation dedicated
to furthering the decorative arts in America and he is also President of the Anthony and Elizabeth Duquette
Foundation For The Living Arts, a non profit public foundation dedicated to presenting museum quality exhibitions
of artistic, scientific, and educational value to the public and to promoting, purchasing and preserving the works
of Tony Duquette. Wilkinson was for 25 years a member of the board of directors of Save Venice Inc., an American
organization dedicated to restoring historic Venetian monuments and works of art and during that time also sat
on the board of DIFFA (Design Industry Foundation Fighting Aids) in New York City.
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6900-10 Duke Sofa
The Duke Sofa was created by Tony Duquette for Rudolph Valentino’s “Falcon Lair” that became the
Doris Duke house in Beverly Hills. It is an iconic design which Duquette used on many commissions
as well as at “Dawnridge”, his own house in Beverly Hills.

6905-00 Mandarino Chair
The Mandarino Chair has been developed by Pearson from an original design found in the Duquette
archives but never realized. This charming slipper chair is the perfect light weight piece to pull up to
any grouping for conversation.

6907-50 Nina Cocktail Ottoman
The Nina Cocktail Ottoman is a custom design from the Duquette Archives, updated by Hutton
Wilkinson and conceived for the first time by Pearson.

6904-00 Bel Air Chair
The Bel Air Chair is a smart tailored and elegant chair similar to those Tony Duquette used on his
first design commission for the Getz residence in Bel Air, California. The Elegant lines of this great
modern classic conjure memories of old Hollywood in its most glamorously tinseled days.
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6902-10 Sunset Sofa
The Sunset was a favorite of Tony Duquette. A glamorous, deep and elegant sofa, The Sunset Sofa was
a favorite Duquette design appreciated by his discerning clients for its inviting and extra comfortable
proportions.

6908-00 Ottoman Banquette
Tony Duquette designed the original Ottoman Banquette to fit inside the bay window of “Cow Hollow”,
his bird cage Victorian house in San Francisco. An iconic Duquette design, The Ottoman Banquette
became a favorite piece for many of his discerning clients.

6902-00 Sunset Club Chair
The Sunset Club Chair has been developed by Pearson from Tony Duquette’s original sofa. The Sunset
Club Chair has the same proportions and comfort as its companion sofa, and its elegant profile enables
it to stand alone as well as in concert with the sofa, in any room.

6908-50 Ottoman Cocktail Hassock
Pearson has taken Duquette’s iconic design of the Ottoman Banquette and has developed The Ottoman
Cocktail Hassock. This elegant upholstered divan is the finishing touch for any smart décor.
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“A little too much is just enough for me!”
- Hutton Wilkinson
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